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DICKENS

ICK'ENS, CHARLES
(1812-1870), one of the
great English novelists
of the Victorian Age,
whose books were read
in his own day more
widely than those of any
of his contemporaries.
No other writer has ever
equaled Dickens in abil-
ity to picture the life of
the lower and middle
classes of nineteenth-cen-
tury England, and his
novels are to-day read and enjoyed by a
large following.

He was born at Landport, Portsmouth,
and after a time removed to Chatham, where
his rather shiftless father, the Micawber of
David Copperfield, kept
the family until 1821.
After this the family
went to London, where
they fell into poverty,
and Charles was for a
time a mere drudge in a
blacking warehouse. A
period of schooling and
a clerkship in a lawyer's
office followed, and then,
having mastered short-
hand, he became a news- CHARLES DICKENS
paper critic and reporter. Later he was a
contributor to the Monthly Magazine and
the Evening Chronicle, in which were pub-
lished the essays and tales known as Sketches
by Boz. These were so successful that a
new series was begun, and in Pickwick
Papers a new class of characters, eccentric,
indeed, but vital representations of the
humors and oddities of life, such as Mr.
Pickwick, Sam Weller and his father, Mr.
Winkle and others, were made familiar to
the public.

To Bentley's Magazine Dickens contrib-
uted Oliver Twisty a work which opened up
that vein of satire of institutions which be-
came a distinguishing- feature of his work.
As the special object of Oliver Twist was
to expose the abuses of the workhouse sys-
tem, so that of Nicholas Nickleby was to de-
nounce the management of cheap boarding
schools. Both did, indeed, do much toward
correcting the abuses against which they
were directed. Master Humphrey's Clock,
issued in weekly numbers, contained among1

other matter the Old Curiosity Shop and
Barnaby Rudge, the latter an historical tale.
On his return from a visit to America,
Dickens wrote American Notes for General
Circulation and Martin Chuzzlewit, which
dealt with his American experiences, and
which contained more of his characteristic
humor than any of hie other works, except
Pickwick Papers.

In 1845 Dickens went to Italy, and on his
return the Daily News was entrusted to his
editorial management; but this was an oc-
cupation uncongenial to his mind, and in a
few months the experiment was given up.
The Pictures from Italy were published the
same year. Next followed Dombey and Son
and David Copperfield, a work which has
a strong autobiographical element, and
which was Dickens's favorite among his
works. In 1850 Dickens became editor of
the weekly serial, Household Words, which
was converted later into All the Year
Eound. In 1853 appeared Bleak House,
an appeal against interminable suits in
chancery, and this was followed by a Child's
History of England; Hard Times; Little
Dorrit; A Tale of Two Cities, the second
of his novels with an historical setting;
Great Expectations, the best-rounded of his
works, and Our Mutual Friend, the last novel
which he lived to finish. The Mystery of
Edwin Drood was left incomplete at his
death. During his latter years, Dickens in-
creased his popularity by giving readings
from his own writings.

In reading any of Dickens's novels, and
more especially those that contain most of his
peculiar wit and humor, one is impressed
with the fact that he must have been a de-
lightful companion. His humor lies so large-
ly in the way he looked at things, the ability
to put into words the incongruities which an-
other observer might easily miss, that one
feels that a walk about London with him
would have afforded more amusement than
the best passages of his works; and the testi-
mony of Diekens's friends convinces us that
he was in his everyday life the genial, in-
terested man which one might expect to find
him. He was of a very sociable temperament
and delighted in having his friends about
him. One of his most marked characteristics
was the dramatic ability mentioned above and
his extreme fondness for the theater. He
often took parfc in private theatricals, and it
is saM that at one time an old banner-bearer